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Abstract:

This study examines the Abbasid House of Wisdom during the reign of Caliph Harun al-
Rashid (170-193 AH) as one of the most prominent scientific and cultural institutions in
the history of Islamic civilization. The research aims to explain the foundation and
development of the House of Wisdom, as well as its role in supporting the scientific
movement, particularly in the fields of translation, authorship, and the transfer of
knowledge from other civilizations into Arabic. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach by tracing historical accounts and analyzing them to reveal the nature of this
institution and its scientific functions The research concluded that the House of Wisdom
was not merely a library, but developed into a comprehensive scientific center that
included scholars and translators from various religions and ethnicities. It contributed to
the translation of thousands of books from Greek, Persian, Syriac, and Indian languages,
thereby enriching Arab-Islamic culture. The study also highlighted the significant role
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played by Caliph Harun al-Rashid in materially and morally supporting scholars,
encouraging the translation movement, and acquiring books from different countries.The
study further demonstrated that the House of Wisdom had a profound impact on the
flourishing of the scientific movement in Baghdad, transforming it into a global center of
knowledge, as well as its later role in transmitting scientific heritage to Europe. The
research also addressed the stages of the institution’s decline, culminating in its
destruction during the Mongol invasion of Baghdad in 656 AH. The study concluded that
the House of Wisdom represents a pioneering model of scientific institutions in Islamic
history and made a significant contribution to the development of human civilization.
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