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Abstract: Political relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran have
witnessed a complete breakdown due to significant disparities in their
political and ideological frameworks. This struggle for political and
economic hegemony has manifested in the diplomatic relations between
the two nations. A notable consequence of this tension was the burning
of the Saudi embassy in Iran and its consulate in Mashhad by Iranian
protesters. Furthermore, Saudi Arabia’s execution of the Shiite cleric
Nimr al-Nimr in 2016 led the Kingdom to withdraw its diplomatic
mission from Iran and sever ties. Following a period marked by political
estrangement and proxy conflict, discussions between the two countries
began In April 2021, these negotiations—facilitated by Irag—included an
unannounced meeting between delegations from both countries in
Baghdad. Between April 2021 and April 2022, Baghdad hosted five
such meetings. The negotiations, involving officials from Saudi Arabia
and lIran, resulted in an agreement to resolve a diplomatic dispute that
had persisted for seven years. Following a series of secret and public
discussions, mediation efforts were facilitated by Iraq and the Sultanate
of Oman. This culminated on March 10, 2023, in an agreement
establishing a political foundation for the restoration of normal relations
between Iran and Saudi Arabia. The terms of this agreement were
announced in China, which acted as a supporter and guarantor of the

Saudi-Iranian accord.
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