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Abstract

US-Russian  strategic  rivalry

over the South Caucasus region

Professor. dr.  Ahmed  Ad-
nan Kadhim Al-kinani
Baghdad University/ Col-
lege  of  Political Science
E-mail:  dr.ahmedkadhim1972@
g m a 1 I . ¢ o m

https://orcid.org/0000 -
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The types of US-Russian com-
petition over the South Caucasus
region date back to the Cold War
and post-Cold War periods, due to
its geopolitical importance border-
ing near the European continent,
and its proximity to the oil and gas
reserves in the Caspian Sea basin,

where pipelines pass through Azer-
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Georgia since 1991 as well. Given
the ongoing conflict in the South
Caucasus, stemming from North
Ossetiays location within Russiars
borders, while South Ossetia re-
mains a breakaway region within
Georgiars political geography, but
an unstable situation has been per-
sisted. This culminated in Russia>s
control of South Ossetia in 2008,
with the declaration of indepen-
dence from Georgia, recognized
by Russia and a limited number
of countries, including Syria, Ven-
ezuela, and Nicaragua. Another
source of geopolitical rivalry lies
on the opposite side of the border,
especially in the disputed Nagorno-
Karabakh region between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan. This conflict
has erupted different risks of a
shift within the balance of power
among several international active
actors in the region, particularly
since Moscow»s involvement in the

Ukrainian war and the increasing

baijan and Georgia towards Eu-
rope, away from Russian territory
itself. However, the United States
is seeking to move towards sup-
porting European energy alterna-
tives and reducing dependence on
Russian gas, especially after Russia
invaded the southeastern regions of
Ukraine (Donbas region) as part of
its special military operations which
launched on February 24, 2022. In
an earlier stage, the ordeal of the
Russian war in Georgia, which took
place in August 2008, represented a
turning point in the Russian strate-
gic perception, when it showed its
categorical rejection of Western
European expansion near its eastern
borders through the expansion of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO), in parallel with Rus-
sia’s desire to continue supporting
the two republics of South Ossetia,
which has been independent from
Georgia since 1990, and Abkhazia,

which has been independent from

)y jwedlluginddnio Jgo Lol — AoVl LaBlKiw Yl yuoliill



Semi-annual Quarterly journal issued byPolitical and Strategic Studies In Bayt Al-Hikma Baghdad
No.of deposit at Political and Strategic Studies(678)2009
ISSN.2223-9464
Info@baytalhikma.iq

to persist, as the region remains an
integral part of the ongoing geo-

.political rivalry in the near future

of American and Western role in

.the whole of region consequently

In conclusion, the intangible lim-
its of US-Russian rivalry enabled
the United States, during President
Trumpys second term, to hold a
peace agreement between Arme-
nia and Aczerbaijan. This agree-
ment, signed in Washington on
August 8, 2015, became known as
the «Trump Peace and Prosperity
Initiative,» aimed to boost the US
political and economic presence in
the South Caucasus. So that, this
was countered by Russiars attempts
to reposition itself geopolitically in
the region, hoping to alleviate the
military and economic pressure
that imposed by the United States
and its European allies. Finally, this
led to a more acceptable diplomatic
settlement that could reshape the se-
curity situation of the entire South
Caucasus region. However, an in-

tense international rivalry is likely
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