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Training (HIIT) Method to Develop Physical
Performance Levels for the Asian Football Referees
Academy Test

Mustafa Abdul Karim Mhana® #*, Ahmed Kadhim Katea Khalifa® °

2 Ministry of Education, General Directorate of Education in Baghdad, Al-Rusafa Third District
b Ministry of Higher Education, University of Baghdad, College of Physical Education and Sports Science

Abstract

The physical requirements of football referees are quite obstructive because of sport characteristics, as they are
associated with switches of sprints, jogging, and sharp turns. This in turn requires high levels of aerobic and anaerobic
endurance, speed and agility. The research problem is since there is no specific physical conditioning program corre-
sponding to the Asian test protocol, which is rather new and has not been adopted by the Iraqi Football Association,
yet. Most referees nowadays are trained during the season according to the demands of older assessment. The current
research aims at designing a specific training program and assessing its ability to improve physical performance on
a case-by-case basis using specific exercises, by using the Asian test standards to track down the progress of second
division (field) referees working in the Premier League. The single-group experimental design was chosen, and it was
suitable in the context of the research. A population of 15 first-class referees in the Baghdad Governorate was used as
the sample, which is 50 percent of the population. The tests were conducted at the stadiums of the Ministry of Youth
and Sports in Baghdad. The analysis showed that there was a dramatic increase in scores after the test when compared
to the scores before the test, which was based on the implemented methodology. In this regard, the authors suggest that
to select referees to the Asian Academy, focus should be placed on the unique physical requirements of referees during
a competitive match to prevent physical stress by eliminating classical training and traditional tests.

Keywords: Football referees, Asian Academy for referees

1. Introduction positioning does not just improve physical qualities
but has a positive effect on psychological factors like
confidence and self-control (Busacca, 2019) and cog-
nitive ones like decision-making speed. It is therefore
urgent to apply modern and suitable training tech-
niques that will enhance development of physical
abilities and by extension the entire standards of the
refereeing profession. High-intensity interval training
(HIIT) is one of the modern and effective modalities
that most closely resembles the changing intensity
and speed of referees on the field (Basati, 2020). The
proposed research will design, and test certain exer-
cises based on this standardized method to enhance

Modern sports training is based on systematic
scientific planning, which is directed at taking
athletes to a high level of performance. The ongoing
development of contemporary physical assessments
in football refereeing requires that the officials are
physically ready at a high and constant level. Such
preparation is only possible through prolonged and
rigorous conditioning activities that are central to en-
hancing the technical performance of referees. This,
on the other hand, enhances their skills in being
placed properly and efficiently on the field. Effective
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the physical performance of second-division referees
who want to study at the Asian Football Academy.
It is aimed at offering them a scientifically-based
training aid that would guarantee them passing the
necessary tests and, most importantly, allow them
to excel and effectively on-field refereeing (Bannai,
2023). Various research in football has been conducted
to analyze important issues and training strategies
that are relevant to the development of physical abil-
ities, and some of the most important contributions
are mentioned below. Ahmed and Kazem explored
the need to revise tests and the invention of the
Yo-Yo test with the focus on the relevance of the
test to international and Asian federations. The rea-
son behind their research was the unavailability of
a test-based conditioning program, which is more
modern and more demanding compared to the ear-
lier tests. They randomly selected 15 second-division
referees (60% of the total) and applied a single-group
experimental design, as they determined that a struc-
tured training intervention positively influences the
speed-endurance outcomes and success in passing
the test (Shahtoul, 2016). Mustafa and Sabah aimed
at modifying the transitional speed test among foot-
ball referees, developing special exercises to enhance
speed, and evaluating the effectiveness of the ex-
ercises to improve transitional velocity through a
modified test conducted on a sample of referees in
the Iraqi Premier League. Their research design was
deemed to be appropriate to the research objectives.
They chose 38 first-division referees who worked in
the 201819 seasons in the Premier League, 15 of whom
were selected purposely in Baghdad Governorate
(39.47% of the population). The primary sample was
then subjected to the modified test and results ob-
tained helped them make their conclusions (Mhana,
2019). Mohammed and Abdul-Razzaq used an experi-
mental design where 20 second-division referees were
selected into control and experimental groups. The
statistical methods were applied to analyze the data,
constituting a correlation between physical elements
of the training program and the level of refereeing
performance. The authors support the importance
of focusing on the physical aspect of the officiating
because it is directly related to the ability to pass phys-
ical fitness tests during the sporting season (Kazim,
2016). After this examination of earlier research, the
reason behind the incorporation of such studies is
clear. The former emphasized the need to train in the
current examinations and the relevance of the test
scores to the referees. The second emphasized the
effect of physical conditioning on the performance
during the game and on the overall referee effective-
ness. The third highlighted the importance of physical
training to achieve success in passing the contempo-
rary speed-endurance tests.

2. Procedures

The researchers have used a single-group experi-
mental design (Kadhemi, 2012). The sample consisted
of second-division referees in the Iraqi Premier
League, who were selected purposely. The sample
was 50 percent of the population, which is 15 referees
accredited by the Iraqi Football Association to work
in the 20252026 seasons. The pilot study was carried
out in Baghdad on the sample on Tuesday, 7 October
2025, in the ministry of youth and sports stadiums
in Baghdad. The goals of the pilot consisted of the
following:

(1) to determine the time necessary to conduct the
tests described.

(2) to test the appropriateness of the equipment and
tools

(3) to allocate the work among the support team.

The primary experiment was to be carried out on
Friday, 10 October 2025, at the same location. The
sample was given the following test:

The AFC Academy Test (Rozali, 2025). Measure-
ment was aimed at assessing endurance power. The
equipment involved was a football field, registration
forms, a loudspeaker, cones and a laptop, which con-
tained the test protocol.

¢ Description of the performance: The cones were
to be placed according to the test diagram, a
distance between starting and finishing cones of
20 meters, and a recovery area of 5 meters. Refer-
ees also started at the marked starting cone, ran to
the finishing cone that had a length of 20 meters,
returned and did it again with rests in between.
Referees had to obey the audio signals of both
the performance and rest period; the audio file
determined the pace of the run and the length of
the recovery.

® Recording: The test supervisor observed the run-
ning performance of each referee and noted the
number of repetitions each referee had. The in-
ability to step on the finish cone in time was
enough to receive a verbal notification on the part
of the test leader; the second violation meant the
cancellation of the test as shown in Fig. 1.

3. Table 1 shows

The extent of improvement in the research vari-
ables is evident through a comparison of the pre-test
and post-test. A significant difference was found in
favor of the post-test. The researchers attribute this
to the effectiveness of the training program they
developed, which had a significant impact on the
sample’s progress in the post-test.
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Fig. 1. lllustrates the Asian Academy of referees test.

Table 1. Comparison of the pre-test and post-test.

Unit of Standard Calculated Significance
Variables Measurement Group  Mean Deviation F F (Critical) T-value Value Result
AFC Test Level Pre-test 33.533 4.050 30.466 4.072 7.480 0.000 Significant

Post-test 64.000 15.950

4. Discussion

The researchers believe that applying exercises
at varying distances and times, in accordance with
the test requirements, contributed significantly
to improving the total distance covered by the
research sample. This aligns with what Tariq (2016)
stated: “When a coach selects exercises in general,
they progress from simple to complex and from
easy to difficult.” The researchers used the interval
training method, which plays a role in developing the
endurance of football referees, especially since the
training method must be similar to the physical
performance requirements of referees during
matches.

One of the reasons for the high rates of improve-
ment is the regularity of the targeted group in per-
forming the exercises used, and their awareness of the
importance of this ability in raising the level of referee
readiness during the Asian refereeing exams.

5. Conclusions and applications

1- The exercises used had a fundamental and clear
impact on developing the referees’ physical level
and closely mimic the physical requirements of
the Asian refereeing exam format and style.

2- We recommend that this type of training be
included in the referees” approved programs in
the future.

3- Future studies comparing the interval training
system with the Emom training method are
necessary.
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