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lopment also generated Iraqi concerns
regarding the potential resurgence of
security vacuums that could be exp-
loited by extremist groups across
the shared border. Moreover, the
Iraqi government has faced internal
pressure from political parties and
armed factions aligned with Iran, a
factor that has impeded the formu-
lation of a clear stance toward the
new Syrian administration. Conver-
sely, opportunities for economic and
border cooperation are increasingly
surfacing, driven by Iraq’s need for
new trade outlets and Syria’s pursuit
of restoring its regional role. Con-
sequently, Iraqi—Syrian relations
now stand at a crossroads shaped by
a combination of political and secu-
rity challenges, regional pressures,
and promising prospects for econo-
mic integration and the reconfigura-

.tion of alliances in the Middle East
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Abstract

he collapse of Bashar al-Assad’s regi-
me in Syria in early December 2024,
followed by the emergence of a new
Sunni political order, marked a pro-
found transformation in the regional
landscape. This shift had a direct im-
pact on Iraq, which found itself conf-
ronting complex political, security,

and economic variables. The deve-
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