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Abstract

The Iranian migrations to Bahrain, Kuwait and Dubai during the period between
1925-1971 were known as a historical phenomenon that took place within a single
Gulf region where the sea was a route for trade, work and movement, before the legal
and political borders grew in the twentieth century. These migrations, by their nature,
were not a movement with a single cause, but rather the result of an interaction
between internal factors in Iran and economic attractions in the Gulf regions, within a
colonial-regional framework led by Britain until 1971 . In the first stage, the motives
for migration were linked to changes made by the Pahlavi state during the reign of
Reza Shah between 1925 and 1941, especially administrative centralization,
conscription and taxes, and the attempt to control the southern coastal areas. This was
reflected in the inhabitants of the ports and areas near the Gulf, such as (Bushehr,
Bandar Abbas and its surroundings), who found in Bahrain, Dubai and Kuwait closer
routes for work, trade and re-export . The pearl economy crisis of the 1930s, which
saw its opportunities decline, also led to more Iranian workers and sailors seeking
new alternatives in the Gulf ports, which were more capable and vibrant in economic
activity. The second phase, between 1941 and 1971, is characterized by the Gulf's
gradual transition from a traditional maritime economy to an oil economy, especially
after the end of World War II in 1945, when the oil industry, infrastructure,
education, and health expanded, increasing the demand for labor, traders, and
intermediaries, which made Iranian migration to it more regular and stable .
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