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ABSTRACT:

This study is positioned within the framework of modern and contemporary Western critical discourse
in general, and within Arab criticism and narrative studies in particular. It aims to examine the temporal
evolution of narratives and to explore the process through which narrative referentiality is established.
The study constitutes a research journey that begins with classical narrative criticism, serving as a
detailed introduction to an independent scientific field—classical narratology—derived from Saussurean
linguistics and situated within the frameworks of modernism, formalism, and structuralism. It then traces
the emergence of postmodernism and poststructuralism, developments that gave rise to postclassical
narratology with its diverse branches and its multiple connections across different fields of knowledge.
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