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Abstract

This study examines four novels by the Iraqi novelist Hassan Al-Mousawi: "If
Only I Hadn't Woke Up" (2020), "Hallucinations in the Time of Corona"
(2021), "A Cry from a Woman's Memory" (2020), and "The Age of Absence"
(2020). These novels are considered narrative models that represent
psychological trauma in its individual and collective dimensions within the
contemporary Iraqi context. The study seeks to answer a central question: How
does Al-Mousawi transform lived Iraqi trauma into a narrative structure capable
of producing meaning in the face of defeat? It employs an analytical textual
approach based on three levels: the psychological-narrative, the temporal-
structural, and the cultural-identity, drawing upon concepts from trauma theory
and the mechanisms of contemporary Arabic narrative. The study's significance
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lies in its being one of the first critical attempts to approach Al-Mousawi's
literature from this perspective, thus contributing to filling a critical gap in
studies concerned with the contemporary Iraqi novel. The research concluded
that Al-Mousawi establishes a unique narrative style in representing trauma,
based on a structure of accumulated absence, fragmented time, multiple
narrative voices, and the use of hallucinations and dreams as tools for revealing
the realms of the unconscious, particularly in his novels "Hallucinations in the
Time of Corona" and "If Only I Hadn't Woke Up." Furthermore, he makes
artistic creation a mechanism of resistance in the face of loss and heartbreak

Keywords: narrative consciousness, Psychological trauma, collective memory,
individual memory, Hassan Al-Mousawi , contemporary Iraqi novel, , literature
of violence, structure of absence, narrative hallucinations.
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