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ABSTRACT:

The epic is an important part of folk literature. As a folkloric genre, it reflects the Heroic culture, and
experiences of a nation or society, especially in and romantic stories. Epics are usually divided into two
main types: Heroic epics and romantic epics. Each type shows society in a different way and presents its
values through artistic and literary expression. This study uses Vladimir Propp’s theory of morphology
as its main framework. Propp’s theory focuses on the structure of the text itself and analyses the story
based on its internal rules. He identifies thirty-one narrative functions that come from the actions of the
characters, which help in understanding how epics are formed and organized. The present study is
entitled: “Analysing the Kurdish Folk Epic Memé Alan Using Vladimir Propp’s Narrative Theory
“shows that the main goal of this research is to identify the narrative functions that appear in the Kurdish
epic. The importance of the study lies in examining these elements according to Propp’s rules and
principles. Although Propp developed his theory based on Russian folk tales, this research assumes that
his functions may also apply to the Kurdish epic. Therefore, the study aims to explore whether these
functions appear in Memé Alan, and if so, how they are expressed within the Kurdish narrative tradition.
This study is divided into two main sections. The first section explains the folkloric background of the
Memé Alan epic and outlines the key ideas of VIadimir Propp’s narrative theory. The second section
applies Propp’s functions to the Memé Alan epic to identify which of these functions appear in the story.
The findings show that many of Propp’s functions are present in the epic. This demonstrates that Propp’s
theory can be used not only for analysing mythological tales but also for examining epic narratives.
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