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Abstract:

The Arabic magam is regarded as the cornerstone of the
structure of Arab music, both melodically and vocally, since
ancient times, as clarified and affirmed by numerous philosophers
and music scholars such as Al-Farabi, Ziryab, Al-Kindi, and
others. They emphasized that mastery of Arabic singing can only
be achieved through a thorough understanding of the magam
system and its distinctive characteristics. Despite the great
importance of the Arabic magam in shaping melodies and refining
performance, its use in solfége exercises has remained limited
within academic music curricula, particularly in certain
methodological subjects in Iraqi music education institutions, such
as the Ensemble Performance and Singing course in the
Department of Musical Arts at the University of Basra, which
constitutes a fundamental starting point for mastering Arabic vocal
forms, This article stems from the author’s practical experience in
teaching this course to third-year students during the 2024-2025

academic year, where solfége exercises based on Arabic magamat
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were introduced. The outcome was the development of students’

ability to perceive the quarter-tone interval and to control melodic
and rhythmic performance, which was positively reflected in their
rendition of Arabic vocal forms such as muwashshahat, adwar, and
other traditional works, The significance of this article lies in its
attempt to address an existing methodological gap in teaching the
Ensemble Performance and Singing course through the
incorporation of Arabic maqgamat into solfége exercises. This
approach enhances the development of performance skills and
supports the preservation of Arab musical identity within a
specialized academic environment. The study also contributes to
curriculum development by presenting an applied instructional
model, The article includes an introduction, followed by Chapter
One (Methodological Framework), which covers the research
problem, objectives, significance, limitations, and terminology.
Chapter Two (Theoretical Framework) consists of two sections: the
first addresses the concept of the Arabic magam and its historical
development, and the second examines solfége exercises and their
impact on developing performance abilities, followed by the
outcomes derived from the theoretical framework. Chapter Three
(Analytical Framework) presents the research methodology; the
research population (third—year students in the Department of
Musical Arts) ; the research sample (selected models of solfege
exercises based on different Arabic maqamat) ; research tools and
requirements; and the analysis of the research sample. Through
the research procedures, the author achieved the study objectives
and reached conclusions derived from the findings, in addition to

recommendations and proposals, concluding the study with a list

of references.
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