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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the
mechanisms of legitimization and its
erosion in the visual discourse of
political cartoons published on the
Telegram platform, and to reveal the
role of this discourse in shaping public
perception. The research stems from
the importance of visual discourse in

contemporary media, as a
communication tool capable of
conveying political messages

intensively and directly, relying on the
use of visual symbols and metaphors
that contribute to producing multiple
political and social meanings and
connotations.

The Tgt:esearch adopted a descriptive-

‘r analytical approach, applying socio-
"-serm’ﬁtic analy5|s supported by critical
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The Construction and
Delegitimization of Legitimacy in
Digital Political Cartoon Discourse:
A Social Semiotic Analysis of Visual
Representation Mechanisms and
Public Perception Formation on
Telegram
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discourse analysis to a sample of
political cartoons published during the
study period. The theoretical
framework is based on socio-semiotic
theory developed by Gunther Kress
and Theo van Leeuwen, which focuses
on analyzing visual meanings across
three main dimensions:
representational meaning,
interactional meaning, and syntactic
meaning.

The research findings revealed that
political cartoons employ a range of
visual strategies, such as symbolism,
caricatured exaggeration, and political

satire, to either legitimize or
delegitimize political actors. The
results also showed that the

arrangement of visual elements within
an image influences the viewer's
interpretation of political events,
leading to the formation of specific
mental images among the audience.

The research concludes that political
cartoons are not merely a satirical art
form, but rather a form of visual
discourse that effectively shapes public
perceptlon They contrlbute to the

and the direction of qubli.
through the use of visﬂal sy
caricatured narrative .|\
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