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Textual Reference in Selected Verses of
Surat An-Nisa: Patterns and Semantic
Functions

Abstract:

This research aims to study textual
reference as one of the most important
means of textual cohesion in Qur’anic
discourse through revealing its patterns
and significations in a selected group of
verses from Surat An-Nisa, particularly
the verses in which the Qur’anic
expression “those who were given the
Book” occurs. The importance of the
study stems from the role played by
reference in achieving linkage between
the parts of the text and its contribution to
meaning construction and guiding the
recipient to the intended referent.

The research adopted the descriptive-
analytical approach, as it dealt with the
most prominent means of textual
reference represented by pronouns,
relative pronouns, and demonstrative
nouns, while clarifying their semantic
functions in the Qur’anic context.

The study showed that reference through
pronouns contributed to linguistic
economy and the avoidance of repetition
while maintaining the clarity of the
referent. Relative pronouns also played an
important role in specifying the categories
- referred to and linking attributes to their
© owners, whereas demonstrative nouns
contributed to directing attention to the
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intended meanings and strengthening the
linkage between textual units.

The study concluded that the textual
references in the selected verses were
consistent with the semantic purposes of
the Qur’anic context and contributed to
achieving textual cohesion and semantic
coherence. The study also revealed the
precision of the Qur’anic expression in
employing reference devices in a manner
that serves the textual structure and
enhances the unity of the topic. The
findings of the research confirm that the
study of textual reference represents an
important approach to understanding the
linguistic and semantic structure of the
Qur’anic text and uncovering aspects of
its rhetorical inimitability.

Keywords: Surat An-Nisa, Textual
Cohesion, Textual Reference, Reference
Patterns, Semantic Functions.
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