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Abstract

The local government system in
Japan was established in its modern
legal form after World War II,
drawing its legal framework from
the Y4£V Constitution, specifically
under the provisions of Chapter
VIII. The primary objective of this
local system was to transition from a
strictly centralized regime—where
power was concentrated in Tokyo
during the preceding imperial era—
to a new democratic system that
grants greater autonomy to local
authorities.

The local government system in
Japan is built upon two main pillars:

Resident Autonomy: This principle
signifies that the inhabitants of
each region have the right to
manage their own affairs, carried
out through representatives freely
elected by the local population.

Legal Independence of Local
Entities: Local administrations
possess a legal personality

independent of the central
authority, which empowers them to
make decisions that serve the best

interests of their local people.
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