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Abstract:

Cylinder seals in Mesopotamia are the most prolific visual
record for understanding ideological and political transformations.
The Isin—-Larsa period represents a fundamental transition that
inherited Akkadian and late Sumerian traditions and fused them
into a new artistic mold that paved the way for the great
Babylonian boom. a crucial transitional phase that inherited
Akkadian and late Sumerian traditions and fused them into a new
artistic mold that paved the way for the great Babylonian boom.
This article aims to analyze five selected examples from this
period, varying in raw material between hematite, limestone, and
steatite, to reveal the diversity of sculptural techniques used. The
research question centers on how artists of this era balanced
“religious norms” and “iconographic innovation. ” as we find
continuity in the traditional scenes of the past, but with the
insertion of secondary elements (such as the standing lion, the

dog, the scorpion, and the dwarf) that were not mere fillers, but
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rather protective symbols reflecting existential anxiety and the

desire for divine protection. This article will adopt a comparative
descriptive and analytical approach, tracing the development from
a precise realistic style to a reduced abstract style, highlighting the

role of the seal as both a legal document and a religious amulet.

Keywords: (cylinder seals, sacred king, patron goddess,

scenes of presentation, divine symbols).
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