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Abstract

This study aims to examine the aesthetics of the living picture
and its manifestations in contemporary Iraqgi theatre, with a focus
on the interaction of visual, kinetic, and auditory elements in
shaping the theatrical performance as an integrated visual

discourse.

Chapter One (The Methodological Framework) presents the
research problem—What is the nature of the living picture, and
how has it been aesthetically and semantically employed in Iraqi
theatre performance ?—along with the significance of the article, its

objectives, limits, and operational definitions.

Chapter Two (The Theoretical Framework) consists of two
sections. The first section addresses the study of the living picture
and the scenography of theatrical performance, while the second
section explores the aesthetics of the living picture in theatre,

concluding with indicators derived from the theoretical framework.

Chapter Three (Research Procedures) includes the research
population (2010-2020) and the selected sample, the play
"Tawbeekh' directed by Anas Abd Al-Samad. It also outlines the
article tool based on the outcomes of the theoretical framework.
The author adopts the descriptive—analytical method as a basis for
applying the theoretical indicators to the selected sample, with
emphasis on the relationship between the actor’s physical
performance and the elements of the theatrical space, as well as
the transformation of space, décor, lighting, and music into
expressive tools that convey social and philosophical realities

within the living picture.
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Chapter Four presents the research findings, conclusions,

recommendations, and suggestions. The study concludes that the
living picture in contemporary theatre serves as an aesthetic
medium for conveying meaning and human experience without full
reliance on verbal dialogue. Furthermore, the actor’s interaction
with scenographic elements enhances the audience’s perceptual

and cognitive engagement.

Keywords: (Aesthetics, Living Picture, Manifestations,

Theatrical Performance, Contemporary).
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Foreword:

In line with its rigorous scholarly approach, and
continuing with the distinguished academic and cultural standing
achieved by the previous five issues of Al-Qadisiyah Journal of
Arts, which, through their peer-reviewed articles and critical
studies, have contributed to enriching the Arab art library and
advancing specialized academic research- the sixth issue reaffirms
this trajectory and consolidates the journal’s standing as a
scholarly platform dedicated to the arts and their contemporary
discourses. In this context, the journal presents readers and
researchers with a new collection of rigorous scholarly studies

produced by a select group of researchers and academics from
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Iragi and Arab universities and academic institutions, continuing its

mission to establish a space for dialogue and intellectual
exchange, where aesthetic, critical and philosophical perspectives
intersect to interpret the transformations of the arts and their
current manifestations. This issue features seventeen academic
papers covering a range of topics, from the visual arts, art history,
theatre, cinema and television to music, as well as issues of art
education and modern teaching techniques, reflecting the richness
of these fields of knowledge and the breadth of their research

horizons.

In its intellectual structure, this issue reveals a clear interest in
exploring the aesthetic and philosophical dimensions of modern
and contemporary art; as the research addressed issues related to
psychological structures, perceptual aesthetics, and the arts of
modernism and beyond, through studies that discussed movement
in modern art, the relationship between colour and light in the
Impressionist school, and the influence of pragmatism on
contemporary art, as well as interactive space as a visual structure
with aesthetic and perceptual dimensions. The issue also paid
particular attention to the Iraqi and Arab visual arts scene, focusing
on manifestations of contemporary painting and postmodern
representations, alongside studies that explored raw and traditional
approaches in clay art, and others in art history that examined the

iconic and artistic dimensions of the seals of the Isin—Larsa period.

In the field of performing, audio and visual arts, the issue’s
research encompassed in—depth critical and philosophical studies,
including an examination of alienation in meta—narrative cinematic
discourse, aesthetic treatments of the image in television drama,

as well as an analysis of the psychology of an actor’s movement in
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musical films, and an exploration of the aesthetics of live painting

in contemporary lraqi theatre. Music and applied experiments were
also featured in this issue, with one study examining the use of
Arabic magams in solfége exercises and their impact on the
development of performance skills among music students,
alongside an applied study in the field of ceramics that explored

the production of Shino glass using Chinese white kaolin.

In line with the journal’s focus on issues of art education and the
future of contemporary education, the published research
discussed topics related to curriculum development and the
fostering of creative behaviour in learners, through studies
examining the role of the art teacher in enhancing the desire to
learn, and the effectiveness of active learning techniques in
developing artistic performance and creative behaviour among
female students at the Institute of Fine Arts, as well as an
analytical study of the art education curriculum at the preparatory
level in light of the creative and digital competencies of

contemporary learning.

In presenting this diverse body of knowledge, Al-Qadisiyah
Journal of Arts reaffirms its ongoing commitment to supporting
rigorous scientific research and opening new horizons for
researchers to offer critical and aesthetic analyses that contribute
to deepening artistic and cultural awareness, whilst strengthening
the presence of specialised academic discourse within the Arab

intellectual landscape.

In conclusion, the Editorial Board extends its deepest gratitude and
appreciation to the Deanship of the College of Fine Arts,

represented by the Dean, Professor Dr. Kadhim Nwir Kadhim, the
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Associate Dean for Scientific Affairs, Professor Dr. Anas Rahi Ali,

and the Associate Dean for Administrative Affairs, Assistant
Professor Dr. Ismail Hassan, for their invaluable efforts in
overcoming the challenges faced by the journal in completing and
publishing this issue. We also express our gratitude to all the
researchers who placed their trust in the journal and contributed
their valuable papers to enrich this volume. Our thanks also go to
the expert reviewers and referees for their academic efforts that
maintained the journal's rigorous scholarly standards. Furthermore,
we extend our appreciation to the staff of the University of Kufa
Press for their dedication to the printing and hard-copy publication
of this issue, and to all members of the Editorial Board for their
diligence and meticulous follow—up in producing this volume in its

proper prestige.
Professor Dr. Abbas Ali Abbas Al-Hussainy

Editor-in—Chief
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