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Features of anxiety and fear in Moorish heritage -Selected examples
Lect. Dr. Ahmed Shaheed Taaban Musa
College of Arts — Tikrit University — Iraq

Abstract

This research examines the phenomenon of anxiety and fear in Morisco literary
heritage, a rich human legacy shaped by the experience of Andalusian Muslims
who endured forced displacement, exile, and the suppression of their religious
and cultural identity. The study explores the stylistic and thematic
representations of anxiety and fear through selected poetic texts from Morisco
poetry and prose writings preserved in Aljamiado literature. It reveals a complex
psychological and social structure reflected in Morisco writings through three
major dimensions: existential anxiety associated with the loss of homeland and
identity, fear of the Inquisition and its mechanisms of persecution, and the
anxiety of religious and cultural belonging under conditions of oppression and
marginalization. The research employs textual and contextual analysis, while
integrating psychological and sociological approaches to interpret Morisco texts
and uncover the profound emotional and cultural implications embedded within
them.

Keywords: Moriscos, anxiety, fear, Andalusian literature, Aljamiado, exile
literature, Inquisition, Islamic identity.
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