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Esoteric Interpretation and the Qur’anic Batin: A Focus on the Perspective
of Allamah Tabataba’1
Azhar Issa Hilo
Al-Rifai Distinguished Students Secondary School, Department of Al-Rifai
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Irag.
azharaloboodi@gmail.com

Abstract:

Our study is concerned with uncovering the esoteric dimension (al-batn) of
transmitted religious texts. We have titled it "Esoteric Interpretation and the
Qur’anic Batin: A Focus on the Perspective of Allamah Tabataba’'1", employing
a descriptive-analytical methodology. This approach involves identifying the
semantic indications of verses and narrations that point to the batin inner
meanings. The primary objective of our research is to demonstrate that esoteric
interpretations of religious discourse aim to uncover the profound and concealed
meanings within the Qur’anic and narrational texts, based on established
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hermeneutic standards. This esoteric depth is not only legitimate but also
intended by thegreat exegete , and these discourses are actualized when applied
to the lived realities of human beings. We draw on the insights of the great
exegete Allamah Tabataba'1, who elucidated the inner layers of meaning through
uncovering implicit indications or identifying specific, context-bound referents
(masadiq haditha) tied to ilzam1 (entailment-based) meanings. It is worth noting
that the multiplicity of such esoteric interpretations and the degree of variation
among interpreters has had a profound influence on many juristic (figh-related)
issues, permeating various branches and particulars of Islamic law. These
differences stem from the depth of ijtihad and hermeneutic ability of each
scholar, as each interprets the text through the evidentiary framework of the
Shari‘ah, which itself encapsulates deeply embedded esoteric understandings.
Despite the diversity of these interpretations, they do not fundamentally
contradict each other. This coherence reflects the inherent harmony within
religious texts—free from contradiction or incoherence—thanks to contextual
and rhetorical linkages that shape the text within a unifying framework, even
when the apparent meanings of words might seem dissonant or distant on the
surface. The esoteric dimension (batin) of the Qur’an is regarded as a definitive
ontological reality distinct from its outward textual form. It is disclosed by God
to the custodians of knowledge, the interpreters of the Qur’an, and those who
follow their path of insight and understanding. Therefore, engaging in esoteric
interpretation requires intellectual aptitude, strong inferential and analytical
abilities, and firmly grounded knowledge to explore the deeper meanings of
Qur’anic expressions and attain their higher interpretation.

Keywords: Esoteric interpretation — Qur’anic Batin — Tabataba'1
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