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Linguistic Argumentation in Arabic Discourse: A Scholarly Review of
Mechanisms and Analytical Tools
Abduljabbar Saud Alwan

Abstract

This review offers an academic examination of linguistic argumentation in Arabic
discourse as a linguistic and pragmatic act that moves beyond formal proof and
ornamental rhetoric toward the construction of persuasive paths directed at the
recipient. It proceeds from the assumption that Arabic, with its rich grammatical,
rhetorical, and semantic system, enables argumentative effect through connectors
and operators, emphasis and restriction, syntactic organization, figurative imagery,
and context-sensitive strategies. The review reconnects modern theories of
argumentation with their roots in classical Arabic rhetoric, particularly eloquence,
composition, appropriateness to context, imaginative representation, and citation-
based support, before tracing their development in linguistics, pragmatics, and
discourse analysis among contemporary Arab scholars. The significance of the
topic lies in showing how language organizes opinion, guides inference, and
produces acceptance within texts and public discourse. The article argues that
Arabic argumentation cannot be adequately studied through a single method,;
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rather, it requires an integrated approach combining linguistic precision, rhetorical
awareness, and pragmatic sensitivity, while considering the speaker’s ethos, the
recipient’s assumptions, and the authority of context. It also distinguishes
legitimate argumentation, grounded in explanation and evidence, from fallacious
persuasion based on manipulation and symbolic coercion. The review concludes by
calling for broader applied corpora covering political, religious, media, and digital
discourse, and for a more stable Arabic terminology in argumentation studies.

Keywords: Arabic discourse; argumentative connectors; linguistic argumentation;
pragmatics; rhetoric.
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