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Building the Narrative in Tafsir Majma‘ al-Bayan by Al-Tabarsi
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Abstract

Tafsir (Qur’anic exegesis) books are a source for understanding the Holy Qur’an.
In pursuit of this objective, exegetes have drawn on narratives and stories. Tafsir
Majma“ al-Bayan by Al-Tabarsi stands out among commentaries that include,
within their account, texts with a narrative character—whose topics vary widely:
between historical and exegetical stories, and marvelous or wondrous accounts. In
this research, we attempt to shed light on this literary issue (the construction of the
narrative) within the commentary, since narrative texts are no less important than
the other exegetical subjects for bringing meanings closer to minds and reinforcing
rulings in people’s thoughts.
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