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The Impact of Social Media on the Reproductive Decisions of Iraqgi Families:
A Study in Social and Demographic Geography
Asst. Lect: Zahra Basem Yousef

Abstract

Social media has become one of the most prominent digital phenomena reshaping
social and family values in contemporary societies, particularly concerning
reproductive decisions and family formation. This research aims to analyze the
relationship between the intensity of social media use and reproductive decisions
among lraqgi families, focusing on the social and psychological effects resulting
from excessive use. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a
questionnaire as the primary data collection tool from a stratified random sample of
(400) married individuals and young people preparing for marriage in Wasit
Governorate. The results revealed a negative correlation between the intensity of
social media use and the desire for childbearing. Furthermore, the study uncovered
the role of social comparisons and digital content in delaying childbearing and
reducing desired family size. Conversely, social media contributed to raising health
and reproductive awareness among a segment of society. The research recommends
promoting a culture of conscious media use, enhancing family awareness programs,
and conducting further quantitative and qualitative studies to explore the impact of
digital factors on Irag's demographic map.
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Geography, Population Geography, Fertility, Social Comparison, Reproductive
Behavior.
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