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British-Ottoman Rivalry for Control of Kuwait (1898-1904 CE)
Assistant. Teacher. Abdulaziz Zidan Khalaf
Abstract

This study aims to clarify the extent of British - Ottoman competition over the
Arabian Gulf region in general and Kuwait in particular, due to its strategically
important location on maritime transport routes and its position on the global trade
route. The two states engaged in a fierce rivalry, with each utilizing its available
resources—whether through the use of force at times or diplomacy at others, To
achieve its goal of direct control and domination over Kuwait, thereby gaining
control of the most important maritime route linking trade from the East to the
West, the Ottoman Empire sought to assert its right to sovereignty over Kuwait,
while Britain viewed itself as the strongest power in the region and, on that basis,
believed it had the right to control Kuwait. However, in the end, Britain imposed
its control and incorporated Kuwait into the British Protectorate Treaties.
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