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The Death in the Poem “Al-Murid” by the Poet Abd al-Wahhab al-Bayati

A.L. Amina Ubaid Murzuk
Directorate of Education, Al-Diwaniyah

Abstract:

This study explores the concept of "Death™ and its philosophical and aesthetic
dimensions in the poem "Al-Murid" (The Disciple) by the pioneering Iragi poet
Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati. Al-Bayati is widely recognized as one of the most
prominent figures in modern Arabic free verse who masterfully employed Sufi
heritage and mythological symbols to express contemporary existential and human
issues. The primary objective of this research is to deconstruct the poetic vision of
death in this specific poem and to elucidate the dialectical relationship between the
binaries of annihilation and permanence, as well as death and rebirth, within the
spiritual and political journey undertaken by "Al-Murid" as a symbolic persona
seeking truth and freedom in a turbulent world.To achieve these goals, the study
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to trace the semantic and structural
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framework of the poem, analyzing its underlying Sufi symbols and cognitive
patterns. The study yields several significant findings, most notably that death in
"Al-Murid" does not represent a mere physical end or a tragic void for the poetic
self. Rather, the poet transcends this conventional view, portraying death as an
indispensable ritualistic and semantic passage required to achieve both spiritual and
social salvation. Death appears here as a form of "Sufi Annihilation" (Fana’)
imbued with a powerful generative energy that inevitably leads to "Permanence”
(Baga') and rebirth, where the disciple sacrifices his individual self for the sake of
absolute truth and freedom.Furthermore, the study highlights Al-Bayati's superb
employment of the literary "mask technique™ (al-Qina'), through which he merges
with the persona of the disciple to project the crisis of the modern intellectual and
poet in the face of oppression, tyranny, and time. Consequently, death in the poem
becomes a profoundly revolutionary act and a catalyst for collective resurrection
arising from the ashes of defeat. The study concludes that Al-Bayati's philosophy
of death is ultimately an optimistic vision that transforms individual tragedy into an
epic of collective hope, emphasizing the endurance of the human spirit and its
capacity for renewal through spiritual sacrifice and contemporary redemption.
Keywords: Death, Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati, Al-Murid Poem, Sufi Annihilation,
Mask Technique, Modern Arabic Poetry.
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