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Political Succession in the Era of the Andalusian Emirate
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Before Islam, the Arabs knew the political system of governance according to
tribal values, where loyalty to the tribe superseded that of the state. With the
advent of Islam, which illuminated the world, these concepts changed, and
loyalty shifted to the state, according to a sound and well-established system
founded by the Prophet Muhammad. He became the religious and secular
authority for all who adhered to this faith. After the death of the Prophet, there
was no established administrative system for determining his successor, nor had
the Prophet designated anyone. Therefore, independent reasoning (ijtihad) led to
the selection process during the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs (40-11 AH /
660-632 CE). The system implemented during the reigns of the first two caliphs,
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Abu Bakr Al-Siddig and Umar ibn Al-Khattab, involved nomination to choose
the most suitable person to safeguard the interests of the nation. The same
applied to the third and fourth caliphs, Uthman ibn Affan and Ali ibn Abi Talib.
They were chosen by a council called the Shura Council, which was approved
by the Muslims to choose the successor of the Messenger of God. During the
Umayyad Caliphate (132-40 AH/660-749 CE), a system emerged that was alien
to the Islamic political system. Caliph Mu'awiya implemented the concept of
succession in an attempt to maintain power within the Umayyad dynasty,
making the caliphate purely hereditary, with the son or brother succeeding the
caliph. This led to opposition and attempts to restore the system to its
foundation: the principle of consultation (shura) and the selection of the most
capable leader. Succession was one of the most significant and dangerous
developments for the Islamic political system. Its emergence stemmed from the
expansion of the Islamic Caliphate during the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs,
and the resulting diversification of ethnicities and races within the state. In
Islam, a crown prince is the person to whom the caliph or ruler entrusts the rule
after him, whether by explicitly designating him alone or by designating several
individuals in succession. Some schools of thought have agreed on the
permissibility of the caliph pledging allegiance to his son or father, as he is the
leader of the nation and his command is binding. The study of succession in
Andalusia was encouraged by the firm conviction that succession...

Keywords: Political Succession The political system, the Andalusian Emirate
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