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The Journey of Ibn Battuta (703-779 AH / 1304-1377 AD) to Some Cities
and Countries in the Arab and Western Worlds (An Analytical Study)
Assistant Lecturer Zaid Sajjad Kadhim

General Directorate of Education in Najaf Governorate

Zaydabodyz333@agmail.com

Abstract :

The journeys undertaken by travelers in the past are of great importance due to
the documentation they provide, which greatly aids in understanding and
studying societies of that time. Among these journeys is that of Ibn Battuta,
which was distinguished by its focus on studying societies and their political,
economic, and social conditions. From this perspective, we find that these
journeys greatly enriched historical sources with the realities of the countries
visited by the travelers and highlighted the points of agreement and
disagreement in the accounts of other travelers, such as Ibn Jubayr, regarding
historical events. Furthermore, they reflected the difficulties they faced when
traveling from one country to another and the changes that occurred in those
countries during their subsequent visits. They also revealed the political role
played by lbn Battuta during his visit to China and the interest shown in him by
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the ruler of its province. In addition, they documented his multiple visits to
Mosul and the Levant, and the phenomena he witnessed that caught his
attention. However, we also find that many opinions have opposed the
Moroccan traveler's accounts, questioning his writings, and in some cases, even
denying and doubting his information. He reported. Ibn Battuta’s account was
based on the accurate description of the countries and cities he visited. He
described everything he encountered with meticulous detail, paying close
attention to the nature of the matter. He did not conceal anything he saw. He was
inclined to explore and sometimes reached places that posed a danger to his life,
but he insisted on continuing and recording what he saw, as we will see in the
next part of the Serch.

Keywords: Ibn Battuta, journey, Mosul, Levant, China, Tangier, hospitality.
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