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A Proposed Training Program for Primary Stage Social Studies Teachers in
Light of National School Accreditation Standards
L. Mustafa Mohammed Khalaf

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the training needs of social studies teachers at the
primary stage in light of national school accreditation standards. The researcher
adopted the descriptive analytical approach. The study population consisted of all
social studies teachers in government primary schools (N=1200), while the
purposive sample included (120) teachers, of whom (112) returned valid
questionnaires, yielding a response rate of (93.3%). A questionnaire consisting of
(40) items distributed across five domains derived from national school
accreditation standards served as the data collection instrument. These domains
were: evidence-based instructional planning, active learning strategies in social
studies, authentic assessment tools construction, digital technology integration in
teaching, and reflective practice and self-directed professional development. The
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questionnaire's validity was established through face validity and internal
consistency, while reliability was confirmed via Cronbach's Alpha (0=0.91) and
test-retest reliability (r=0.88). Results revealed high training needs across all five
domains, with digital technology integration ranking first (84.3%), followed by
active learning strategies (83.8%), authentic assessment (83.7%), reflective
practice (80.9%), and instructional planning (79.9%). Results also indicated no
statistically significant differences in training needs attributable to gender, years
of experience, or educational qualification. The study recommended adopting
training programs derived directly from national school accreditation standards
and activating the role of educational supervisors in monitoring the classroom
application of training outcomes.

Keywords: Social Studies Teachers, Primary Stage, National School
Accreditation Standards, Proposed Training Program.
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