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Abstract:

Border disputes are among the most prominent international problems that
existed since ancient times. Disagreements and disagreements arose during the
era of ancient kingdoms, and this has continued to the present day. This has
sometimes led to disputes escalating into war. In the past, borders were
determined by colonial powers or through the imposition of force and influence
by stronger states between neighboring countries, leaving behind a legacy of
border problems that now require resolution and agreement.
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The importance of this study stems from the significance of the topic of
international disputes, which occupies a prominent position among the priorities
of the world. Countries, especially African ones, need to resolve border disputes
using peaceful means without wasting resources in wars and conflicts.
Furthermore, the shifting balance of power has made these borders contestable.
The international community possesses frameworks and principles for resolving
border disputes in many regions through consensus or litigation before judicial
bodies, which has significantly reduced border wars.

As for the most important findings of this study, they lie in the understanding
that border problems in Africa were not due to the nature of the borders
themselves, but rather to their lack of demarcation on the ground. Most disputes
stemmed from the fact that the disputing states were not party to the border
agreements pertaining to their countries, rather, these agreements were ratified
by the colonial power. Most solutions failed to satisfy both parties because they
did not originate from an agreement between them, especially in cases involving
recourse to the International Court of Justice. Furthermore, the two states
embroiled in border disputes pay a heavy price due to the fighting, which has
political and economic consequences, as occurred in the border conflict between
Tanzania and Ugandan (1978-1979). This conflict was considered a significant
event in the post-colonial history of East Africa and came in response to the
Ugandan presidents attempt to annex the territories of northwestern Tanzania.
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