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Has corruption become a social norm in Iraq?
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Ministry of Education — Open Education College
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Abstract:

Corruption is one of the most serious phenomena facing modern states, given its
profound impact on the structure of both the state and society. It is not limited to
the squandering of public funds or the exploitation of public office for personal
gain, but extends to undermining trust in institutions, weakening the rule of law,
hindering development, and affecting the value system upon which society is
based. Thus, combating corruption has become a top priority for governments
and international organizations, recognizing that sustainable development
cannot be achieved in an environment rife with corruption and lacking
transparency and accountability. The issue of corruption in lraq has acquired
even more complex dimensions as a result of the accumulation of numerous
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political, economic, and social factors over many decades. Successive wars,
economic sanctions, the weakness of state institutions, and the political
transformations that followed 2003 have all contributed to creating a conducive
environment for the spread of corruption in its various forms. Over time,
corruption ceased to be merely isolated incidents and transformed into a
widespread phenomenon affecting all levels of the state. It became practiced
openly or implicitly in numerous institutions, leading many citizens to accept it
as an unavoidable reality. The danger of the current situation lies in the fact that
the prolonged persistence of corruption has not only resulted in economic losses
but has also contributed to a shift in societal culture itself. Individuals have
become accustomed to conducting their affairs through bribery or favoritism,
having witnessed that obtaining employment has become more about influence
than competence. Consequently, these practices have gradually transformed
from reprehensible acts into familiar patterns of behavior, even becoming, in the
eyes of some, legitimate means to achieve personal goals. As a result,
corruption has shifted from being a legal violation to a social culture that is
passed down and continuously reproduced by generations. Social culture is not
formed overnight; rather, it is the culmination of a long accumulation of values,
customs, and behaviors acquired by individuals from family, school, the
workplace, the media, and public institutions. If these institutions send implicit
messages that success is achieved through connections rather than merit, and
that the law is not applied equally to everyone, then they are contributing,
whether they realize it or not, to establishing a culture that tolerates corruption,
and perhaps even encourages it.
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