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The Gazelle in Mesopotamian Civilization: A Study Based on Unpublished

Cylinder Seals from the Irag Museum
Dr. Haitham Ageel Owaiz

Abstract

The gazelle is the most famous animal in Mesopotamia, which was
distinguished by its diversity, making Mesopotamia a suitable land for the
settlement of many types of animals. This prompted the ancient inhabitants of
Mesopotamia to take an interest in animals, and the gazelle had great importance
in the life of ancient man, because it was the closest of the creatures that lived
near him. Man looked at animals, especially the wild ones, with fear, terror, and
awe because of their ferocity, even though they were a source of his food, or
because some of them were beautiful in his eyes, Humans have interacted with
and cared for animals because of their influential role in their economic lives
and their impact on their social lives, especially after the emergence of signs of
stability and the human need for animals to help them in work and to provide
food and clothing. Six unpublished cylinder seals from the Iragi Museum were
studied, in which the researcher described the scenes that varied between nature
scenes, religious scenes, and conflict scenes.
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