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Abstract

The study of the Prophet’s biography (Sirat al-Nabawi) was given top pri—
ority by Western Orientalist researchers interested in Islamic history. The
figure of the noble companion Bilal ibn Rabah (imay God be pleased with
him) was among those closest to the Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him), and he was discussed by Orientalists from Britain,
France, and Denmark, who highlighted his historical role as one of the first
Muslims to demonstrate He embraced Islam in Mecca and was among the
first weak converts to Islam, and as the first muezzin in Islam, he stood out
for his patience in enduring torture by the Quraysh tribe, who tried to force
him to abandon the religion of Islam, but he remained steadfast in his reli—
gion and repeated the phrase “One, One” before he was freed from slavery,

which made him a symbol of freedom and equality in Islam.
Keywords:Orientalism, Bilal bin Rabah (t), Emile Drummingham, Sir
Thomas Arnold, Franz Biihl, William Montgomery Watt, J. W. Sordell,

Karen Armstrong.
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