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Grammatical Justification between the Principles of Exclusion and the
Requirements of UsageA Study on the Interpretation of the Grammatical
Phenomenon
Asst. Prof. Ziyad Hameed Kamil Al-Ani

Abstract

Grammatical justification (*Ta‘lil Nahwi*) has been one of the central
issues in the Arabic grammatical tradition since its earliest stages. Arab
grammarians were not content with merely describing linguistic
phenomena and formulating grammatical rules; rather, they sought to
uncover the underlying causes of these rules and explain them through
various rational and linguistic principles. Consequently, grammatical
justification became closely associated with analogy (*Qiyas*) and
regularity (*Tard*) on the one hand, and with actual linguistic usage and
authenticated transmission (*Sama‘*) on the other, giving rise to an
enduring scholarly debate between preserving the consistency of
grammatical rules and accommodating the distinctive features of authentic
Arabic usage.

This study aims to investigate the relationship between the principles of
grammatical regularity and the requirements of linguistic usage in the
construction of grammatical justification, and to examine the impact of this
relationship on the interpretation of various grammatical phenomena. It
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also explores the approaches adopted by Arab grammarians in dealing with
linguistic forms that depart from analogical principles, while identifying
the mechanisms they employed to reconcile grammatical rules with actual
language use.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on examining
grammatical texts, analyzing their contents, and discussing the opinions of
Arab grammarians within the framework of the classical Arabic
grammatical theory. The study concludes that grammatical justification was
not founded solely on analogical regularity; rather, it emerged from the
continuous interaction between analogy and authenticated linguistic usage.
Furthermore, Arab grammarians consistently sought to maintain a balance
between the systematic coherence of grammatical rules and the realities of
actual language use.

Keywords: Grammatical Justification (Ta‘lill Nahwi), Regularity (Tard),
Analogy (Qiyas), Linguistic Usage, Authenticated Transmission (Sama"),
Grammatical Phenomenon.
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