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Sixth-Generation Warfare: The War of Perception and Its Impact on
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Abstract:

It has long been a belief among human beings in general—and especially among
those concerned with military affairs—that wars are decided by iron and fire: by
land armies, naval fleets, and air bombers; by whoever possesses greater
military capabilities and strikes harder and over longer periods. For centuries,
this equation produced an international system built on tangible, material
military power. However, something changed in recent decades—a quiet shift
that was not accompanied by the roar of cannons or clouds of smoke. Yet its
repercussions have often been deeper than those of any conventional battle that
may occur between rival parties in the international arena.This change stems

120


mailto:karard.alhatami@uokufa.edu.iq
mailto:karard.alhatami@uokufa.edu.iq
mailto:karard.alhatami@uokufa.edu.iq

Sawah Journal of Humanities culmljlnqlul Cum[g

|
i g E-ISSN 3106 - 8324 P-ISSN 3106 - 8316

No 4A 4A4.a-\| duilwil] alwljall dglw dlao i aSas Alaa

from the growing realization that the human being, before being a soldier, a
voter, or an official, is a thinking—perceiving—creature. People form their
decisions based on what they believe to be true, not necessarily on truth itself.
From this precise gap between reality and the perception of reality, what has
recently become known in the literature of political science as the war of
perception was born. In truth, it is not an entirely new invention, but a new
development that reflects the nature of sixth-generation warfare.Propaganda
and deception have accompanied human conflicts since the dawn of history.
Then the question arises: what has changed? The change has come largely due
to the digital revolution and the influence of social media and artificial
intelligence. It has become possible to target millions of people with messages
specially designed to exploit their psychological and cognitive vulnerabilities, in
moments and at costs that cannot be compared with any conventional military
operation.It is now possible to wage an all-encompassing war without declaring
war, and to achieve strategic objectives without firing a single shot. Perhaps this
Is what makes the war of perception a distinguishing phenomenon in the history
of international conflicts—not because it is the most deadly, but because it is the
hardest to detect, the most difficult to confront, and the most far-reaching in
reshaping the map of power, alliances, and international balances. This is what
makes this type of warfare fundamentally different from any other psychological
war that might occur in a particular region and within a limited timeframe.

Keywords: War, Perception, Digital Revolution, Propaganda, Deception.
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