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Absolute and Restricted Expressions and Their Interdependence According to
Jurists : A Foundational Study in Textual Apparency and Contextual Evidence
Asst. Prof. Ibrahim Salman Qasim Hashim

Abstract

This study examines unrestricted (mutlaq) and qualified (muqayyad) expressions
among the usilis as a foundational prob(llem in signification rather than a merely
applied one, across five sections. The first clarifies both terms, argues that
establishing an unrestricted meaning through the premises of wisdom describes
the mechanism of its formation rather than its essence, distinguishes
substitutional generality from inclusive generality, and maps the four Sunni
schools' positions on juristic harmonisation of unrestricted and qualified
expressions rather than reducing them to a Hanafi/majority binary. The second
reconstructs al-Shahid al-Sadr's account of contextual indicativeness (qariniyya),
treating qualification as type-based indicativeness and presenting the connection
test as an operational criterion, while showing that this indicativeness predates
al-Sadr in al-Na'inT's school, so his contribution is organizational rather than
foundational. The third grounds the correlation thesis on the distinction between
connected and separated qualifiers and its effect on the formation of the prima
facie meaning and its probative force. The fourth examines the harmonisation of
unrestricted and qualified expressions and its four cases, preferring that
harmonisation depends on establishing the correlation rather than mere unity of
ruling, and holding the connection test diagnostic rather than decisive in the
different-cause case. The fifth locates qualification within customary
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harmonisation and tests the criterion both positively and negatively, including
the hand in theft versus ablution as a negative test denying indicativeness when
ruling and cause differ. The study concludes that the correlation traces to the
qualifier's indicativeness in determining the speaker's intended legal meaning.
Keywords: absolute, qualified, correlation, premises of wisdom, indicativeness,
customary reconciliation, manifestation, authoritativeness.
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