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The political situation of the peasant and peasant woman in the Levant
before the Abbasid era
L.Dr.Haifa Saadoun Majid

Abstract
This research traces the political situation of the peasant and agriculture in Bilad
al-Sham from the Islamic conquest through the Abbasid era, examining how
successive ruling policies shaped the peasants' conditions. While the Islamic
conquest initially freed the peasants from Byzantine oppression, the Umayyads
later imposed a burdensome tax-farming system (tagbil/tadmin) and heavy
kharaj, and members of the Umayyad family appropriated peasant lands, driving
many cultivators to abandon their fields. With the transfer of power to the
Abbasids, state policy toward the peasantry improved relatively, though
agriculture continued to face serious challenges: plunder and pro-Umayyad
revolts, Byzantine raids, the Crusades, natural disasters including earthquakes,
plagues, famines, and price inflation, oppressive governors, and conflicts among
successive states, Qarmatians, Hamdanids, Ikhshidids, Fatimids, and Seljuks,
competing for control of the region. Conversely, the Abbasid caliphs and later
the Ayyubids made notable efforts to protect peasants and their lands by
fortifying the frontier zones (thughur), dispatching seasonal military expeditions
(sawa'if and shawati) against Byzantine incursions, and encouraging peasants to
reclaim and cultivate land. The study concludes that the stability of peasant life
and the prosperity of agriculture in Bilad al-Sham were closely tied to the
stability and justice of the ruling political authority throughout these successive

eras.
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