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Abstract
This study examines the employment of al-maslaha al-mursala (unrestricted
public interest) as a juristic framework, grounded in usul al-figh, for managing
public crises in Irag, with practical application to the crises of water, electricity,
traffic congestion, and public services. Its central problem is to determine the
extent to which al-maslaha al-mursala may serve as a disciplined foundation for
the exceptional decisions taken by public authorities during crises, while
safeguarding rights, achieving justice, and preventing the abuse of power. The
study aims to establish the concept of al-maslaha al-mursala within the field of
public administration, to define the conditions governing its application to crisis-
related decisions, to analyze applied models drawn from the Iragi context, and to
construct criteria for balancing benefits against harms, culminating in an
integrated usuli model for public decision-making. The research adopts the
inductive method in collecting the statements and evidence of the jurists of usul,
the analytical method in studying the concept and its conditions, the comparative
method in presenting the positions of the legal schools, and the applied, critical,
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and case-study methods in applying these rules to Iraqi service crises, within the
limits of the documents, reports, and legislation available at the time of writing.
The study concludes that al-maslaha al-mursala is a recognized source within
Islamic public policy whenever its conditions are fulfilled; that state
responsibility for essential services derives from public guardianship bound to
the public interest; and that exceptional decisions are subject to criteria of
magasid ranking, proportionality, temporality, justice, oversight, and
accountability. The scholarly value of the study lies in its proposed ten-stage
usuli model for crisis decision-making, combining verification of the ratio,
consideration of consequences, and the jurisprudence of balancing and priorities,
offering a practical guide for lIraqi legislative, executive, and oversight
institutions.
Keywords: al-maslaha al-mursala (unrestricted public interest), crisis
management, I[slamic public policy (siyasa shar‘iyya), public services, Iraq.
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