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Representation of Arab Muslims in America after the Events of (September
11):A Comparative Cultural Study between the Two Novels (Terrorist) by
John Updike and (Once in a Promised Land) by Laila Halaby.
Dr. Ali Taher Hajrah
Dr. Ghada Jamal Maki

Abstract

This study undertakes a comparative analysis of the representation of Arab
characters in two American novels published in the aftermath of the events of
September 11: John Updike's The Terrorist (2006) and Laila Halaby's Once in a
Promised Land (2007), It proceeds from the premise that the mode of
representation is governed less by the historical event itself than by the author's
positionality vis-a-vis the represented group. The study adopts a dual theoretical
framework combining trauma theory with Edward Said's Orientalism, and proposes
an analytical tool - the ""Horizontal Axis of Belonging" - to classify characters
along a spectrum ranging from total rejection of America to complete assimilation
into it.The study concludes that, despite being written from two opposing
perspectives - the Western center and the immigrant periphery - both novels
converge on a single result: the ultimate loss of the Arab character, even as the way
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that loss occurs differs. In Updike's novel, this loss manifests as annihilation
through extremism; in Halaby's, it appears as disintegration through the violence
imposed on the Arab woman. The study also examines the representational
strategies used for Arab characters in both works, highlighting the key differences
in how they are depicted, the nature of their actions, the broader ideological
messages they convey, the patterns of trauma they reveal, and the environment
each novel creates - swinging between hospitality and hostility, which can reject
even those who are most truly part of it.

Keywords: Arab representation, post-9/11 literature, Orientalism, trauma literature,
belonging, the American Dream, extremism in literature, stereotyping, prior frames
of reference. )
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