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The Development of French-Libyan Relations 1703-1835
Assistant Lecturer: Ali Ismail Hashim
Abstract
This study examines the development of Franco—Libyan relations during the period
1703—-1835 by analyzing the factors that contributed to their emergence and
evolution, as well as their changing nature within the political and economic
transformations that shaped the region. It explores the French geographical
explorations of Libyan territory and their role in expanding French knowledge of
the country, which increased France’s political and commercial interest in Libya.
The study also discusses the development of bilateral relations, highlighting the
main aspects of political and economic interaction, while examining the impact of
European rivalry in the Mediterranean on the course of these relations. The findings
indicate that Franco—Libyan relations did not follow a uniform pattern but were
influenced by shared interests and shifting regional and international
circumstances, resulting in alternating periods of closer cooperation and relative
decline. The study concludes that these relations contributed to strengthening the
French presence in Libya and constituted an important foundation for France’s
policy toward the region throughout the period under investigation.
Keywords: France, Libya, Ottomans, Napoleon, Karamanli Dynasty.
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