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Abstract
This research aims to study the nature of political opposition in Iraq after 2019,
and to analyze the challenges facing the political system in light of the social
and political transformations that followed the October protests. These protests
constituted an important turning point in the course of the Iragi political process,
as they expressed a deep crisis of confidence between the citizen and the
political system, and opened the door to reconsidering the concept of the
opposition and its roles and functions within the emerging democratic
system.The research shows that the political opposition in Iraq is characterized
by multiplicity and diversity, as there is a radical opposition that rejects the
entire political process and seeks to overthrow the regime, in addition to an
internal opposition that plays a dual role between participation and objection
according to the balance of interests. The analysis shows that these patterns of
opposition, due to the absence of institutional organization and the weakness of
constructive political discourse, have contributed to weakening government
performance and increasing political and sectarian polarization, instead of being
a democratic factor that achieves balance and accountability. The research also
addresses the challenges facing the Iragi political system after 2019, which are
represented in the decline of the legitimacy of elected institutions, the growth of
partisan influence, the continuation of administrative and financial corruption, in
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addition to the weakness of service performance and the absence of a unified
national vision. The research concludes that the stability of the political system
in Iraq depends on building a responsible and institutional opposition that has a
clear reform program and operates within constitutional frameworks, thereby
enhancing mutual trust between the state and society and ensuring the
continuation of the democratic process.

Keywords: Political opposition, Iraqi political system, political reform.
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