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Literary Distinctiveness in Abu Nuwas’s Wine Poems: An Objective Study
Mahmoud A.L Mahmoud Shakir
Abstract:
Our study aims to reveal the literary craftsmanship distinguished by the Abbasid
poet Abt Nuwas, as he sings in a atmosphere unlike what is familiar, in
describing his well-known wine poems that have become the focus of scholars
and researchers. The goal is to uncover their hidden meanings and the secret of
his uniquely distinctive literary art.The research sought to affirm the authenticity
of wine poetry in Arabic literature in general, and to trace its literary course
throughout history. It also highlights the pioneering role of the Abbasid poet
Abi Nuwas in al-Khamriyyat (wine poems), and his uniqueness in blending
feelings of despair and estrangement within them—an approach that made his
work a distinguishing mark that is difficult to compare with that of any other
poet.The study reaches a conclusion stating that Abti Nuwas’s use of wine in his
poetry was carried out according to a different methodological mechanism, one
that revealed its effects across every poetic purpose or genre.Examining the
horizons of Abii Nuwas’s wine imagery requires that we trace the dimensions of
this wine and its meanings according to the stances in which the poet employed
it. Perhaps through this, we may learn about the course of his life within this
kind of poetic stance. He used it with different meanings depending on
circumstances and on what he had reached intellectually.
Keywords: literary craftsmanship - Abii Nuwas - the Abbasid era - literary
uniqueness - wine poems.
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