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The Juristic Characterization of Medical Cosmetic Procedures between
Necessity and Enhancement: A Study in Imami Jurisprudence
Asst. Prof. Aseel Rajaa Hadi Fayyad
Abstract
This study aims to examine the juristic characterization (takyif fight) of medical
cosmetic procedures within Imami jurisprudence by distinguishing their various
forms according to the purpose of the medical intervention and by clarifying the
impact of necessity, need, and enhancement on determining the relevant legal
ruling. The research adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach
within the framework of Imami jurisprudence through the examination of
narrations and the opinions of prominent Imami jurists, together with an
analytical assessment of their application to contemporary medical practices.
The study concludes that medical cosmetic procedures are not governed by a
single legal ruling; rather, their rulings vary according to the juristic
characterization of each individual case. Therapeutic and reconstructive
cosmetic procedures fall within the general permissibility of medical treatment
whenever the primary objective is to treat a medical condition or correct a
deformity, and they may even become obligatory when necessary to preserve
life, an organ, or its function. Need-based cosmetic procedures are subject to the
existence of legally recognized hardship or harm and the relevant juristic
conditions, whereas purely aesthetic procedures remain subject to the
requirements of avoiding significant harm, refraining from prohibited acts, and
observing the legal rulings governing visual examination, physical contact, and
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informed medical consent.The study further concludes that proper juristic
characterization requires careful consideration of the true nature of the medical
procedure, its underlying purpose, the condition of the organ before
intervention, and the degree of harm or hardship involved, rather than relying
solely on the medical or commercial designation of the procedure. It also
emphasizes that composite procedures combining therapeutic and aesthetic
purposes require each component to be assessed independently, with a separate
legal ruling assigned to each in accordance with the governing juristic
principles.

Keywords: Juristic Characterization, Medical Cosmetic Procedures, Imami
Jurisprudence, Necessity, Need, Enhancement, Cosmetic Surgery.
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