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The Portrayal of Imam Ali’s (PBUH) Administrative Role in Sunni and
Shi‘i Historical Sources up to 35 AH: A Critical Comparative Study
Assistant Professor Hamed Aleyamin
Hadeer Abdul Mohsin Saadoon Al-Ameri

Abstract
This research examines the portrayal of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib’s (PBUH)
administrative role in Sunni and Shi‘i historical sources up to the year 35 AH,
through a critical comparative study that seeks to reveal the nature of this role
apart from sectarian alignment. The study traces the stages in which Imam Ali
(PBUH) exercised various administrative functions, including consultation,
judiciary work, and mediation, beginning with the Prophetic period, passing
through the reigns of the first three Rightly Guided Caliphs, and then presenting
the image of this role as depicted in Sunni sources on the one hand and Shi‘i
sources on the other. It then moves to the core of the study: a critical comparison
between the two narratives and an analysis of their chains of transmission, texts,
historical contexts, and sectarian frameworks. The research adopts the historical
method, the critical analytical method, and the comparative method together, as
necessary tools for understanding the nature of this role without prior bias. The
study concludes that the essence of these roles is widely agreed upon by both
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sides, while the real difference lies in the layer of interpretation and semantic
employment added to the historical report, rather than in the occurrence of the
event itself. It also concludes that sectarian affiliation affected the selection of
reports and the formulation of their interpretive context more than it affected the
fabrication of major events with no historical basis. This opens the door to a
more balanced and objective historical writing of this pivotal stage in early
Islamic history and establishes a broader methodology for studying controversial
figures between the two schools.
Keywords: Imam Ali (PBUH); administrative role; Sunni sources; Shi‘i
sources; Rightly Guided Caliphate. )
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