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Criminal liability for misuse of social media in Iraq
Dr. Muhammad Saad Shaker

Abstract:
This research aims to study criminal liability for the misuse of social media in Iraq
by identifying the legal framework that clarifies the boundaries between legitimate
freedom of expression and digital abuse, and by analyzing the extent to which Iraqi
legislation 1s capable of addressing emerging cybercrimes in the digital
environment. The research problem lies in the increasing cases of social media
misuse and the resulting actions that may harm individuals, society, or public order,
in the absence of comprehensive and integrated legislation to address these crimes,
and the reliance of general penal provisions on digital acts of a specific nature. The
research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to study the legal texts in force
in Iraqi legislation and analyze them from the perspective of the general principles
of criminal law. The results showed that current Iraqi legislation contains general
provisions that can be applied to some forms of misuse, but it lacks a
comprehensive and precise treatment of all emerging digital crimes. Furthermore,
some penalties are disproportionate to the severity of the acts, there is a gap in the
protection of digital privacy and personal data, and there are practical difficulties in
proving cybercrimes in court. It was also found that freedom of expression is
constitutionally guaranteed but limited by the boundaries of public order and
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morality, necessitating a delicate balance between protecting individual rights and

the public interest while regulating harmful digital behavior.

Keywords: Criminal liability, misuse, social media, Iraqi law.
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