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Analysis and Evaluation of Iraq's National Primary Sixth-Grade Arabic
Language Examination Questions in Light of the Revised Bloom's
Taxonomy for Higher-Order Cognitive Levels
Assistant Lecturer: Mohammad Abdulmalik Assi
General Directorate of Education in Maysan

Abstract
This study aimed to analyze and evaluate the questions of the Iraqi General
Examination in Arabic Language for the sixth grade of primary school in light
of the higher-order cognitive levels of the Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy. It also
sought to determine the extent to which the examination questions incorporated
the skills of analysis, evaluation, and creation in the first-round examinations for
the academic years 2023-2024, 2024-2025, and 2025-2026. The study adopted
the descriptive analytical approach using content analysis. A specially designed
content analysis checklist, based on the higher-order cognitive levels of the
Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy, was employed. Data were analyzed using
frequencies, percentages, and Holsti’s coefficient of reliability. The findings
revealed that higher-order cognitive skills accounted for 57.1% of the examined
questions. Analysis was the most frequently represented skill (42.8%), whereas
evaluation was entirely absent, and creation accounted for only 14.2%. The
study concluded that there is an imbalance in the distribution of higher-order
cognitive skills and recommended redesigning examination questions to ensure
a more balanced representation of the higher cognitive levels and to promote

students’ higher-order thinking skills )
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