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Divergent Thinking Skills among Female Students at the Institute of Fine Arts:
An Applied Study in Mural Art
Dr. Sama Alaa Al-Din Abbas
Abstract:

The present study aimed to identify the level of divergent thinking skills among
female students of the Institute of Fine Arts in the subject of Mural Art. The
study was based on the importance of divergent thinking as one of the higher-
order thinking skills closely associated with creativity and innovation in art
education. The descriptive approach was adopted as the most appropriate
methodology for achieving the study objectives. The research population
consisted of fifth-grade female students at the Institute of Fine Arts for Girls,
affiliated with the Directorate of Education, Baghdad/Al-Karkh First, for the

academic year (2025-2026). A random sample of (30) students was selected.
To achieve the research objective, the researcher developed a Divergent
Thinking Skills Scale consisting of (20) items distributed across four
dimensions: fluency, flexibility, originality, and elaboration. The instrument was
validated through appropriate validity and reliability procedures. Data were
analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS),
employing the one-sample t-test, Pearson correlation coefficient, Chi-square
test, and Cronbach's alpha coefficient.The findings revealed that the students
possessed a statistically significant level of divergent thinking skills. The sample
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achieved a mean score of (65.11), which exceeded the hypothetical mean of
(60), with a calculated t-value of (6.32), indicating a satisfactory level of
divergent thinking skills in Mural Art. Based on these findings, the study
recommends integrating modern teaching strategies and practical activities that
promote divergent thinking within Mural Art courses to enhance students'
creativity and innovative thinking.
Keywords: Divergent Thinking, Mural Art.
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