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Freedom and Human Will in Classical and Modern Theological Thought: A
Comparative Study - Selected Examples
Asst. Prof. Dr. Jabbar Muhammad Hashem Al-Musawi
Inst.Dr. ADNAN JIHEEL SHADOOD
Abstract

This research employs a comparative analysis of the problem of "freedom and
human will" (determinism and free will), tracing its semantic and functional
development within the framework of Islamic theological thought. It begins with
the foundational debates of "classical theology" (the Mu'tazilites and Ash'arites
being prime examples) and concludes with the reformulation offered by
"modern theology” in response to the challenges of modernity and
postmodernity. The central problem lies in revealing the nature of the "shift" in
the framing of the issue. While classical theology was preoccupied with
defending "divine justice" (according to the Mu'tazilites) or "absolute divine
power" (according to the Ash'arites) within a metaphysical context linked to the
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problem of "evil" (theodicy), modern theology faces the challenge of proving
"human agency" in history and society as a prerequisite for civilizational
advancement. The research adopts a comparative analytical approach and a
historical-deconstructive methodology to examine the original texts and
deconstruct the argumentative structures of both schools of thought. The
research concluded that the ancient theological debate surrounding the "creation
of actions” and "acquisition" was essentially a debate about the nature of the
relationship between the divine essence and human action—a debate whose
depth parallels that of medieval Christian theology. Meanwhile, "modern
theology" reformulated the issue, employing methodological mechanisms of
"renewal," transforming it into a debate about "human historical responsibility"
and "human freedom in interpreting texts." The research recommended moving
beyond the traditional polarization between "determinism™ and "free will" in
favor of constructing a contemporary theological theory of "human agency" that
draws its ethical foundations from tradition and its awareness of individual and
historical freedom from modernity.

Keywords: Human freedom, will, ancient theology, modern theology,
predestination and free will, Mu'tazilites, Ash'arites, divine justice, authenticity
and modernity.
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