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Abstract
This study examines the construction of compound sentences through linking
devices in Umayyad naqa’id poetry, using selected poetic exchanges by Jarir, al-
Farazdaq, and al-Akhtal as its corpus. It proceeds from the premise that a linker
does more than formally join one sentence to another; it performs a syntactic
and semantic function that defines the relation between clauses and reveals the
poet’s purpose in boasting, Satire, comparison, and the refutation of an
opponent’s claim. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the study
introduces the genre of naqa’id and the concept of the compound sentence, then
investigates major patterns of linkage by waw and fa’, as well as the meanings
that arise when waw is combined with 1a, 1akin, and law. The analysis shows
that the poets of naqa’id exploited the flexibility of Arabic syntax to construct
complex structures in which predicative relations converge, and that the choice
of linker is an integral part of meaning-making rather than a detachable formal
element.
Keywords: Compound sentence, Linking device, Naqa'id, Umayyad poetry,
Waw, Fa’.
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The Arabic sentence is built on a network of relations that connects its internal
elements. When two or more sentences are combined, these relations create a
structure wider than the limits of the simple sentence. The linker therefore
reveals the nature of the connection between clauses and directs meaning toward
coordination, sequence, causation, correction, or contrast. Umayyad naqa’id
poetry provides a particularly productive field for examining these relations
because it is founded on response, comparison, and poetic argument. This study
analyzes selected examples from the exchanges of Jarir, al-Farazdag, and al-
Akhtal, focusing on waw, fa’, and the combinations of waw with other particles,
while relating syntactic structure to its contextual and argumentative function.
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