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Criteria for Weighing Grammatical Interpretations of Syntactically
Problematic Qur'anic Verses
Lect. Bashar Bager Younus

Abstract
This study aims to identify the principles and criteria upon which Arab
grammarians relied in interpreting Qur'anic verses that present grammatical
difficulties. These difficulties arose from the apparent conflict between the
grammatical rules established within the normative grammatical tradition and the
eloquent linguistic evidence represented by the Holy Qur'an. Consequently,
scholars proposed various grammatical interpretations of these problematic
verses based on different criteria, which ultimately led to the emergence of
multiple standards for evaluating and preferring one interpretation over another.

Through an inductive examination of the works of grammarians and Qur'anic

exegetes, the study concludes that the criteria governing the preference among

grammatical interpretations of problematic Qur'anic verses can be classified into
four principal categories: transmitted linguistic evidence (sama‘), analogy

(qiyas), meaning (ma na), and formal grammatical structure (sina‘ah lafziyyah).

All other proposed criteria are subsidiary and can ultimately be subsumed under

one of these four major categories. Furthermore, these criteria are not equal in

evidential strength; some are founded upon authentic linguistic evidence,
whereas others amount to little more than individual scholarly judgments that
may conflict with established grammatical principles and linguistic foundations.

Keywords: syntactic interpretation, preference (tarjth), criteria, normative

approach, grammatically problematic Qur'anic verses.
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