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Abstract

The judicial system of the Mongol Empire was characterized by diversity and interaction
between Mongol customs and regulations on the one hand, and the legal and religious
systems of the peoples under Mongol rule on the other. The Mongols organized judicial
affairs according to a set of traditions and regulations associated with the Yasa, which
provided a framework for regulating state, society, and military affairs. One of the most
prominent forms of Mongol justice was the Yarghu, a judicial system closely connected to
Mongol political authority that dealt with various cases and offenses, particularly those
involving princes, senior officials, and state affairs. With the Mongol expansion into
Muslim territories, Islamic Sharia courts continued to operate alongside the Mongol
judicial system, while Muslim judges retained jurisdiction over many matters related to
Islamic law, transactions, and personal status. Following the conversion of several
Mongol rulers to Islam, particularly Ghazan Khan, the importance of the Islamic judiciary
increased, leading to greater interaction between Mongol administration and Islamic
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judicial institutions. Thus, the judicial system of the Mongol Empire was characterized by
plurality, combining Mongol regulations, Islamic judiciary, and local legal traditions in
accordance with the political, religious, and cultural diversity of the Empire.

Keywords: Courts, Mongol Empire, Mongol Judiciary, Yarghu, Yasa, Islamic Judiciary.
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