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Abstract:
This research aimed to identify the characteristics of the visual structure of the
main event in crime films. The study adopted the descriptive research meth—
od, using the content analysis approach. A purposive sample was selected,
represented by the film “Visitor of the Dawn” directed by Mamdouh Shukri.
The researcher prepared a research instrument based on indicators de—
rived from the theoretical framework. After making certain modifications
and obtaining approval from a panel of experts, the researcher analyzed
the content of the selected sample according to this instrument. The study
reached several results, the most important of which are as follows:
1. In order to create suspense and fear within the dramatic scene, most
crime films tend to be set in abandoned and dark locations.
2. Lighting played a significant role in shaping the aesthetic and dramatic
features within the visual composition of crime films.
3. Visual and sound effects contributed to reinforcing meanings and con-
notations within the cinematic image in crime films.
4. The themes of crime films are closely linked to social, psychological,
political, and economic motives that drive characters toward committing
crimes.
The research concluded with conclusions, recommendations, proposals,
and a list of references.
Keywords: visual structure, suspense, horror, lighting, effects.
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