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Islamic Conquests in the Islamic East in the Assessments of the Orientalist
Robert Hoyland
Widian Al-Jubouri
Prof. Dr. Zuhair Yusuf Alawi

Abstract
This study examines the assessments of the British Orientalist Robert Hoyland
regarding the Islamic conquests in the Islamic East, through comparison with
authentic primary Islamic sources. The research aims to review Hoyland's
critical methodology, which prioritizes contemporary non-Islamic sources over
later Islamic sources, while analyzing his views on the true motives of the
conquests, the nature of the conquering armies, and the reasons for the rapid
success of Islamic expansion. The study concludes that Hoyland adopts a middle
position between the traditionalist and revisionist schools, rejecting reductionist
explanations of the conquests and seeking to understand them within their
broader historical context encompassing religious, economic, political, and
environmental factors. The study also reveals a fundamental methodological
problem in Hoyland's approach, namely his application of absolute skepticism
toward the Islamic narrative and his neglect of the solid doctrinal framework
that shaped the character of the early Islamic community, making the traditional
Islamic narrative the most capable interpretive framework for understanding
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these major historical transformations. The study demonstrates that primary
Islamic sources remain the richest and most reliable source for understanding
the conquests, especially when read in light of the Qur'an and the Prophetic
tradition, and that the debate generated by Hoyland about the conquests is
evidence of the significance of his scholarly project and its ability to raise
pivotal questions that encourage researchers to reconsider their assumptions and
methodologies.

Keywords: Robert Hoyland, Islamic Conquests, Islamic East, Orientalism,
Islamic Sources, Historical Criticism.
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