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The role of the treaty of Lausanne in enacting the first Iraqi nationality law in 1924
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Abstract
This study seeks to shed light on the significance and role of the Lausanne Treaty of 1923 in
determining the political and legal status of Iraq following its separation from the Ottoman
Empire. The implementation of the Treaty contributed to the gradual completion of the
manifestations of Iraq’s international sovereignty, given that it did not grant Iraq full and effective
independence. It also led to the abolition of Ottoman nationality for its inhabitants, which
necessitated the intervention of the competent legislative authority to enact the Iragi Nationality
Law No. (42) of 1924.This law has long warranted careful examination in light of the
circumstances that led to its promulgation at that time, particularly in regulating national identity
and consolidating the sense of spiritual affiliation among the inhabitants of Irag. It also aimed to
address the legal status of residents, minorities, and various sectarian groups. Furthermore, the
Treaty contributed to reinforcing Iragi sovereignty under the British Mandate by laying down the
legal foundations that later facilitated its consolidation. The implementation of the Treaty also
produced a range of social and economic effects, reshaping the structure of Iragi society and
influencing the distribution of land and resources in accordance with the new geographical order.
However, it did not resolve the fate of the Mosul Vilayet, which led to a dispute between Iraq and
Turkey that was ultimately settled by a decision of the League of Nations in 1926 in favor of Irag.
While this outcome enhanced ethnic diversity within Irag, it also generated ongoing political
challenges.Accordingly, it can be argued that the Treaty constituted a pivotal milestone in the
establishment of the modern Iraqi state by providing a legal framework whose effects remain

evident to this day in legislation governing nationality and the national sovereignty of Iraq.
Keywords: Treaty of Lausanne, independence, national identity, legislation, nationality law.
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